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When
FishHawk resi-
dent Maureen
Massarifirct
learned in
December that
her 4-year-old
daughter Jessica
Kohut was diag-
nosed with can-
cer, the mother
of four crumpled
to her knees, her
mind unable and
unwilling to com-
prehend the six
letter word that
strikes fear into
hearts.

lndeed, many FishHawk residents
upon reading this may cringe at the
thought that yet another one of our pre-
cious children has been stricken with a life
threatening illness.

Jessica is diagnosed with stage 4
neuroblastoma, a solid tumor cancer that
begins in the nervous system of the neck,
chest, abdomen or pelvis and afiects
infants and young children.

Once the shock wore ofi, Massari
says she got up off her knees and is now
learning the language of a foreign world
that uses terms such as chemotherapy,
bone marrow transplants, radiation and
antibody treatments. Jessica undenruent
her first round of chemotherapy in late
December and will receive two more
before the surgery to remove the tumor on
her kidney at Memorial Sloan-Keftering
Cancer Center in New york.

It hasn't taken long for friends, neigh-
bors, co-workers and family to rally to the
family's aide. Jessica's father, Bo Kohut,
flew to Tampa and came to his daughtefs

side as soon as he
found out about her
illness. Massari's par-
enb, who live in the
area, have helped
tend to her three other
children while she is
at the hospitat with
Jessica.

FishHawk resi-
dent Stacy Robinson,
whose son attends
schoolwith Jessica,
felt the need to lend a
hand and is accepting
donations of gift cards
from gas stations,
grocery stores and
restiaurants. She is

working to schedule a bunko night and sili_
cone bracelets have also been ordered
and will be sold to benelTt Jessica,s care.
ln addition, Robinson is asking for spon_
sors to donate gift baskets that can be raf_
fled off.

"l know what I'm going to be faced
with down the road," she says.

An account has been set up to help
pay those looming bills. Donations of fre_
quent flier miles are also being accepted
on the Website, to help defray the cost of
the many trips to Sloan Kettering that are
in her future.

A community yard sale fundraiser for
Jessica will take place on Saturday,
February 3 from 8 a.m.4 p.m. in
Riverview's Southfork community. For
more information, call Melissa at g00-
7799.

Msit www care4jessicarose.org for
more information or to donate gift cards or
items, contact Robinson at trantra0l@veri-
zon.net.


